Nelson Community Council 
Ordinary Meeting held on 2nd October 2025 beginning at 7:00 pm at Nelson Institute

Present: 			Cllr B Miles		
Mr L John (Clerk)
Cllr E ap Llwyd Dafydd 
Cllr K Allen (Chair)
Cllr L Dufty
Cllr C Maskell

	Also present:			K Bithell, Welsh Power					

No declarations of interest were received.

1 To Receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr A John.

2 To Receive a Report from the Community Police Representative
There was no report available.

3 To consider questions from members of the public/reports from members
L Dufty declared an interest as the secretary for the Community Hub.

Members of the public asked about the future of Nelson Library. The following was also noted: 

· No real update has been provided by the independent organisation formed to support a community asset transfer.
· The function of the new company is to be the lessee of the library building.
· The company is being set up by residents, chaired by Louise Owen.
· The library has re-opened as per the legal process but it is thought that it may be for more limited hours.
· LD agreed to contact the Chair for an update.

4 To consider actions relating to vacancies
C Maskell and L Dufty were formally appointed as Community Councillors.

5 To consider an update on Nelson Institute

N Sargent was introduced, the following was also noted: 

· As a Charitable asset, Nelson Institute should never have been leased to private organisations with a peppercorn rent.
· It was sold to CCBC with tenants in situ.
· CCBC had advised that there were implied terms 
· Ability to access funding is limited by the Community Council

The clerk agreed to write to Bute Energy to request financial support to maintain the building, and for legal support.

The clerk agreed to ask the boxing club to meet to understand their intentions for the building.

6 To consider an update in relation to the development in Llanfabon

K Allen declared an interest.

K Bithell presented. The following was noted:
· The skeletal frame of the main structure was described as of industrial-scale, (like a supermarket), has been built which is the largest of the building on site.
· A number of key activities are due to happen before Christmas including the AIL movements (likely late November following approval of some elements)
· The AIL movements of 200 tonne objects will take place over 2 weeks. The biggest impact will be movement on local roads which will take around an hour.
· In the new year (Feb/Mar), new equipment will be transported to site. Prior notice will be given for this 
· K Bithell offered to attend next month’s meeting. An AIL representative can be present if required.
· There are 2 sets of portable cabins.

Members asked if contact with local funeral directors had been made to ensure that services would not be interrupted whilst roads were being used for the AIL movements. It was confirmed that it had consulted local businesses such as these, alongside other stakeholders. Members noted that there is some flexibility subject to health and safety requirements. An update will be provided at the next meeting. 

Members asked what the continuous noise could be that has been heard nearby. 
Some of the possible sources were identified. It was noted that there was no live equipment on site. Residents were invited to use the enquiry form or direct contact details on the website. K Bithell offered to undertake further investigation.

It was noted that National Grid are developing a bay extension for Welsh Power and Bute Energy to connect.

Members noted that the extension work by National Grid requires work that affects the level of the site. It is thought the levels will be increased following completion of the work with stone chippings.

Members asked about maintenance of the hedge as brambles are coming in to the road (Cilfynydd to Pandy road). K Bithell promised to investigate.

Members raised concerns about lorries driving too fast in the lanes. K Bithell said that contractors are reminded to adhere to the traffic management plan. There will be an increased effort to reiterate the messages to drive carefully.

Members referenced the planning application to extend working hours, and concern that it was categorised as transport, and asked for an update. K Bithell said that there was no attempt to request permission in an underhand manner, and that the correct mechanism was used. It is hopeful that they will be approved and limited until Christmas, to ensure that they are ready for the AIL deliveries.

K Bithell added that much of the work following the construction of the building, will be undertaken within it and will be very hard to hear from the exterior. The activities have been re-considered, and consequently, re-sequenced to erect much larger roller shutter doors that have been treated to reduce noise. 

K Bithell apologised for the noise during the steel erection which is unavoidable and will be made as short as possible. The type of noise experienced will stop in the next few weeks.

7 To Receive an update on agreed actions
There were no further updates.

The Clerk agreed to contract someone to support in installing plastic in the old noticeboard.
Members discussed the erection of a Christmas tree. The Clerk agreed to ask for support/advice by the current contractor of Christmas lights.

Members agreed for L Dufty to be the Council’s representative on the Community Centre Management Committee.

Members agreed for L Dufty to be nominated the Additional Community Governor for Llanfabon Infants.

The Clerk agreed to share the digital standards expected of Community Councils.

Members discussed memorials related to Sir Tasker Watkins, and agreed not to proceed with the suggestion of a blue plaque to commemorate his birthplace at this time.

Members agreed to the additional cost to install the door at 35 Commercial Street.

8 To Receive and approve minutes:
a. Ordinary meeting on 31st July 2025
Matters arising:
There were no matters arising.

9 To receive a report from the Chair
The Chair raised the following issues:
· Planning. The new applications from Bute Energy/Welsh Power are not appearing on the planning lists. The Clerk/Members agreed to investigate.
· Llancaiach Fawr. Members understand that there has been no announcement on the new leaseholders. Consultation was held with local Councillors and it has understood that there has been a fair process and the contractual arrangements will be with Legal Services.

10 To receive a report from the Clerk
The Clerk provided a verbal report. The following was noted: -
a. Details of correspondence available online here

Members noted the correspondence for the period.

b. Finance available here. Members resolved for the payments to be made in the period. 

b. Members noted the planning applications for the period.

11 To consider next actions in relation to activities
There were none to consider.

It was confirmed that L Dufty was no longer affiliated to the Labour Party.

Members agreed to meet on 9th October 2025 with the following agenda items:
· To nominate Chair and Vice-Chair
· To Receive and approve the minutes of the meeting 2nd October 2025
· To discuss and agree next actions in relation to the Clerk position
· To consider next actions in relation to activities. 
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